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to 850 hours of classroom teaching in 1930, the gradual inclusion of public
health, psychiatric, and other affiliations in the course of study, and the reduc-
tion in hours of duty from eleven to eight per day show the changing concept
of nursing education.
One of the outstanding features of the book is its portrayal of the active
leadership in nursing advancement which has been taken by the Presbyterian
Hospital School of Nursing. We find its nurses playing leading roles in the
Spanish American War and in World War I. Now again in World War II
the Presbyterian Hospital Unit has been called into service.
The author had a wealth of historical material upon which to draw:
photographs; school, alumnae, and hospital reports and records; letters and
diaries of former students. The many quotations are interesting and well
selected. Probably in no other place is compiled the complete collection of
information on nursing development during the last fifty years that is presented
in the chronological list of events. The appendix includes an outline of the
first curriculum and the complete diary of an early student nurse which clearly
pictures the changed emphasis in nursing education. This volume will be
a valuable addition to the historical collection of nursing literature.
The book is attractively set up, being appropriately and uniquely lined with
a reproduction of the material of the student nurse's uniform. There are 58
photographic illustrations. It is a very readable book and should be enjoyed
by everyone interested in the development of nursing and especially by the
large body of alumnae of the school. -JEAN BARRETT
THE ESSENTIALS OF EMERGENCY TREATMENT. Herbert Thoms,
Editor. Published for the Connecticut State Medical Journal, New
Haven, Conn., 1942. 144 pp. Paper, $1; Cloth, $2.
The Connecticut State Medical Society has been actively interested in
Civilian Defense for a long time. Realizing many of the problems, the
Society decided to prepare a manual on the important aspects of emergency
treatment. To do this meant the selection of a number of persons familiar
with special fields of work and capable of presenting the data in a clear
concise form.
Dr. Herbert Thoms was selected as editor and he is to be congratulated
on his able selection of authors. These authors have covered their subjects
thoroughly and have avoided advocating any form of treatment that is untried
or controversial. The range of subjects covered is most complete.
Although published individually in the Connecticut State Medical Journal,
these articles gain much through their incorporation in book form. It is an
unusual and very timely book which will be of great value to all those con-
cerned with Civilian Defense. -ALLAN POOLE